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Medical  Officer’s  Report 
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To  the  Tunstall  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Fourteenth 
Annual  Report  which  would  have  been  of  a  very  favour¬ 
able  character,  but  for  an  unusually  high  death  rate  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  and  which 
influenced  very  materially  the  average  rate  for  the  year. 

POPULATION. 

The  population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1905,  now 
amounts  to  27,350,  and  these  figures  form  the  basis  of  the 
following  statistics.  The  area  of  the  district  is  now  1,750 
acres,  and  the  density  of  population  15*6  per  acre.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  amounts  to  5.356,  giving  an 
average  of  5 ’  1  persons  per  house. 

BIRTHS. 

998  Births  have  been  registered  during  the  year.  Of 
these  504  are  male  births,  and  494  female  births,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  36*4  per  1000  living.  This  rate  is  slightly 
higher  than  that  recorded  for  1904,  but  is  still  below  the 
average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years.  In  addition  I  find  the 
interments  of  50  still-born  children  have  been  registered 
at  the  Cemetery. 

DEATHS. 

599  Deaths  have  been  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  Of  these  321  were  males  and  278  females,  and 
indicate  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  29*1  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  If  we  exclude  the  Workhouse  from 
our  calculations,  the  rate  works  out  at  but  18  per  1000, 
while  it  is  19*3  if  we  still  include  the  Workhouse,  but  con¬ 
sider  only  the  deaths  therein  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
township  of  Tunstall, 
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As  stated  above,  the  months  of  January  and  February 
were  marked  by  a  very  heavy  mortality,  owing  to  climatic 
influences,  and  unfortunately  raised  the  average  rate  above 
what  would  be  considered  a  favourable  rate  for  a  manu¬ 
facturing  town. 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  vital  statistics  of  the 

o  O 

whole  district  for  1905  and  previous  ten  years. 


Year. 

j 

Population 
Estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
year. 

Bir 

Num¬ 

ber 

ths 

Rate 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Total 
Deaths 
in  Public 
Instit’tions 
in  the 
District. 

Deaths  of  non-residents 

registered  in  Public  In¬ 

stitutions  in  the  district 

Deaths  of  residents  re¬ 

gistered  in  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions  beyond  district 

Nett 

Deaths  at 
all  ages 
belonging 
to  District 

Under  x 
year  of  age 

At  all  Ages 

Num 

her 

Rate 

per 

1000 

bi’ths 

reg. 

Num 

her 

Rate 

Num 

ber 

Rate 

1895 

16362 

644 

39' 3 

186 

288 

428 

26' I 

1896 

16510 

732 

44*3 

142 

194 

347 

21 

1897 

16658 

665 

39‘9 

156 

234 

349 

20 '9 

1898 

16807 

701 

41*7 

163 

232 

43° 

25'5 

1899 

16956 

700 

41-2 

126 

1 8 1 

3^3 

22  ‘5 

1900 

18516 

795 

42 '9 

141 

241 

544 

29 '3 

1901 

19492 

708 

36*3 

156 

221 

455 

23'3 

22 

• 

455 

23‘3 

1902 

19962 

816 

40-8 

>  145 

177-6 

396 

19-8 

3° 

1 

426 

21-3 

1903 

20334 

739 

40-6 

1  i35 

182 

373 

1 8  *3 

19 

392 

19-2 

1904 

26420 

922 

34-9 

'  226 

245 

575 

21-7 

57 

:  40 

4 

539 

29.4 

Averages 

1 

j 

1 

for  years 

18801 7 

742 

400 

LS7 

219 

428 

22"8 

1895-1904 

1905 

27350 

998 

36'4 

205 

205 

1  599 

21  -9 

121 

1  77 

!  6 

i  528  19-3 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

A  slight  improvement  in  this  matter  has  to  be  recorded, 
but  I  regret  to  say  the  infantile  mortality  is  still  very  far 
from  being  satisfactory.  The  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  in  1905  amounted  to  205.  This  number 
represents  an  infant  mortality  of  205  per  1000  births  regis¬ 
tered,  and  is  40  per  1000  less  than  the  rate  recorded  for 
1904.  Much  attention  is  being  constantly  given  to  this 
wastage  of  human  life,  and  as  the  causes  of  the  high  rate 
of  infant  mortality  are  well  recognised,  surely  some  efficient 
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and  practical  remedies  ought  speedily  to  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  matter.  In  our  own  sphere  much  can  be 
done  by  improving  the  standard  of  house  accommodation 
for  the  working  classes,  and  while  urging  personal  and 
domestic  cleanliness,  see  that  the  surroundings  of  the 
dwellings  are  such  as  will  give  credit  to  a  well  governed 
town. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic 
diseases,  viz:  Small  Pox,  Measles,  ScarletFever,  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea  shews  a 
very  considerable  decline  when  compared  with  the  year 
1004,  being  only  49,  whereas  in  the  previous  year  73  were 
recorded.  Diarrhoea  claimed  25  victims  out  of  the  above 
number,  and  these  were  all  young  children  under  1  year. 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  were  responsible  for 
the  bulk  of  the  remainder,  there  being  only  2  deaths  each 
from  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever.  Small  Pox  has  been 
entirely  absent  during  the  year.  The  Zymotic  rate  works 
out  at  i*8  per  1000,  as  compared  with  2*7  per  1000  for  the 
preceding  year. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

have  caused  91  deaths,  an  increase  of  13  when  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  45  have  been  attributed 
to  Convulsions,  a  number  exactly  equal  to  the  cases  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  preceding  year. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 

have  caused  1 19  deaths,  an  increase  of  7  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year.  The  incidence  of  these  diseases  was 
noted  chiefly  in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  when 
the  mortality  was  exceptionally  severe  among  young  child¬ 
ren.  The  lack  of  intelligent  nursing,  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  in  the  dwelling-house,  militate  against  recovery 
in  many  of  these  cases.  When  a  child  is  seized  with 
Pneumonia  or  Bronchitis,  instead  of  being  carefully  nursed 
in  the  bedroom,  the  patient  frequently  receives  only  some 
half-hearted  attention  in  the  living  room  of  the  family. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES 

have  caused  92  deaths,  an  increase  of  17  when  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  34  of  the  cases  have  been  caused 
by  Phthisis,  and  19  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculoses. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  again  the  adoption  of  a  voluntary  or 
even  a  compulsory  notification  of  Phthisis.  The  infectious 
nature  of  this  disease  is  but  little  understood  by  the  general 
public,  and  a  visit  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  infected 
houses  would  no  doubt  be  attended  by  good  results. 

68  deaths  have  been  registered  under  ill-defined  causes, 
such  as  Marasmus,  Congenital  Debility  and  Inanition,  and 
as  the  mortality  is  almost  entirely  among  young  children  of 
the  lower  classes,  the  causes  are  to  be  found  in  defective 
vigour  of  the  parents,  want  of  purification  in  the  homes 
and  ignorance  in  the  feeding  and  nursing  of  the  children. 

VACCINATION. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  return  of  the  number  of 
successful  vaccinations  accomplished  during  the  year. 
Happily  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  have  been  reported  during 
the  year. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL  AND  ASHES. 

This  work  is  being  vigorously  prosecuted  and  accumu¬ 
lations  are  but  rarely  to  be  found.  Constant  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  suitable  receptacles  for 
ashes  and  house  refuse  from  every  house,  as  I  find  a  goodly 
number  of  dwellings  are  either  wholly  unprovided  in  this 
direction,  or  have  some  very  unsatisfactory  arrangement. 

Continued  progress  is  again  in  evidence  with  regard  to 
the  abolition  of  the  privy  system,  no  fewer  than  164  having 
been  converted  to  water  closets.  Permit  me  to  urge  the 
desirability  of  putting  the  district  known  as  High  Park, 
Chell,  into  good  condition  as  regards  pavement  and  streets. 
During  a  greater  part  of  the  year  the  approach  to  the 
houses  has  been  little  better  than  a  quagmire. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  subjoined  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  sickness  notified  during  the  year : — 
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Cases  Notified  in  whole  District. 
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Small- pox... 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

54 

17 

2 

2 

13; 

Membranous  croup 

4 

1 

a 

Erysipelas  ... 

20 

1 

1 

O 

a 

15 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever 

126 

4 

64 

55 

2 

1 

31 

Enteric  fever 

Relapsing  fever  ... 
Continued  fever  ... 

6 

1 

0 

a 

2 

n 

a 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

2 

2 

Totals 

212 

5 

85 

90 

10 

22 

47 

13  cases  of  Diphtheria,  31  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  3 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  removed  for  treatment  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  removed,  but  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  more  accommodation  should  be  provided, 
as  many  cases  have  been  compelled  to  be  treated  at  homes 
where  isolation  is  quite  out  of  the  question. 

When  the  patient  remained  at  home  isolation  has  been 
secured  as  far  as  practicable,  personal  advice  given,  and 
each  house  wherein  attacks  were  notified  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  disinfected. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

has  been  as  usual.  I  have  heard  no  complaints,  either  with 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  or  the  constancy  and 
sufficiency  of  the  supply. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  have  paid  systematic  visits  to  all  the  known  work¬ 
shops  in  the  town.  In  no  instance  was  there  any  over¬ 
crowding,  and  ventilation  every  where  was  found  to  be 
quite  satisfactory.  In  4.  instances  we  found  reason  to 
complain  of  a  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  workshop,  from 
lack  of  lime  washing,  and  in  2  instances  the  sanitary 
conveniences  were  defective.  Notices  were  served  and 
complied  with  to  obviate  the  same. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  are  all  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  condition,  and  no  underground  bakehouses  are  to 
be  found  in  the  town. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  PARTINGTON. 
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i.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . 

Homeworkers’  Premises 


Total 


Number  of 


Inspections 


270 


270 


W  ritten 

Notices 


Prosecution 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  Nuisances  ... 

I  insufficient 
Sanitary  accommodation  4  unsuitableordefect’e 

(  not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  W  orkshop  A  ct — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses... 
(S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  out  workers  (S.  107) 
Giving  out  work  to  be  (  unwholesome(S.  108 
donein  premises  which  are  (  infected  (S.  no) 
Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  pre¬ 
mises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  ... 
(S.  109) 

Other  Offences 

Total  . 


No.  of 
Defects 


-0 

a 

a 

o 


4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


6 


"O 

0) 

£ 

Cl 


o  > 

w  c/l 

-o  c 


V  . 

sex 


J-l 

v 

-C 


C/5 

o 


t  Nil 
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3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Cla, 


oS. 


Number 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  :  — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  133)  ... 


Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspectors 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspectors 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
Act  (s.  5) 

Other  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — - 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Homework  :  — 

List  of  Outworkers  (s.  107) 

Lists  received 


Address  of  out-  (  forwarded  to  other  Authorities  . 
workers  0'eceived  from  other  Authorities  ... 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises — ■ 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  (s.  108) 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’ 
premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 
(s.  no)  ... 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  1 3 1 )  at  the  end  of  the 
year 


+1  c n  <  1 

O  d  m  5 

-  <L> 

^  S-l 

w  rt  V 
^  p.  C.  p 
C  Q  C  r< 

Z  Ci 

o  ^ 


<u 

01 
in 

A  ^ 

o 


ao  c 


£-  r— . 


CD 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register. 


Nil 

1 


Nil 

Nil 


Number  of 


Lists 


Out¬ 

workers 


Jan.  30th,  1906, 


Wm,  PARTINGTON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Deaths  Registered  from  all  Causes  during  the  Year  ISOS,  n 


AGES. 
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1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

85 

up. 

O 

H 

I.  Specific  Febrile,  or  Zy- 

motic  Diseases 

23 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  » 

I 

•  •  • 

49 

II.  Parasitic  Diseases 

III.  Dietic  Diseases 

I 

1 

IV.  Constitutional  Diseases 

6 

20 

2 

5 

1 1 

20 

1 1 

1 1 

5 

... 

92 

Y,  Developmental  Diseases 

0  2 

1 

36 

25 

87 

yi.  Local  Diseases 

87 

55 

10 

r  1 

1 7 

20 

2 

25 

35 

25 

5 

•  .  « 

290 

VII.  Death  from  Violence... 

4 

•n 

y 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

fill,  Deaths  from  Ill-Defined 

and  Not  Specified  Causes 

62 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

68 

Totals 

205 

105 

13 

1 7 

30 

42 

38 

48 

67 

31 

0 

599 

SUMMARY. 


No.  of 
Deaths 


I, —Specific  Febrile,  op  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1.  Miasmatic  Diseases 

2.  Diarrhoeal 

3.  Malarial 

4.  Zoogenous 

5.  Venereal 

6.  Septic 

II.— Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

III.  — Dietic  Diseases 

IV.  — Constitutional  Diseases 

V. — Developmental  Diseases 

VI. — Local  Diseases. 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System... 

2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense 

3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatic  System 

7.  Diseases  of  Gland-like  Organs  of  Uncertain  Use 
.  8.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System  ... 

9.  Diseases  of  Reproductive  System 

(a).  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation 
(£).  Diseases  of  Parturition 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints 

11.  Diseases  of  Integumentary  Systejn 
VII. — Violence. 

1.  Accident  or  Negligence 

2.  Homicide 

3.  Suicide 

4.  Execution 

YIIL — Ill-Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes  ... 


22 

25 


2 

1 

92 

87 

91 

38 
1 19 

29 


6 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 1 
1 

68, 
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12  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 


Done  in  the  Nuisances  Inspector's  Department  during  the 
year  1905,  in  the  Urban  District  of"  Tunstall. 


Dwelling- 

houses 

and 

Schools. 


House 

Drainage 


/"Foul  Conditions 
I  Structural  Defects 
\  Overcrowding  ... 
yUnfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging-houses  ... 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses 
Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets  ... 

I  Defective  Traps 
|  No  Disconnection 
(  Other  Faults 
Water  Supply  ... 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


Totals 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  Found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

and 

Obser¬ 

vations 

made. 

Formal 
N  otices 

by 

Author- 

ity. 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 

44I 

207 

394 

419 

I94 

384 

6 

6 

6 

J 

1 

'j 

6 

54 

12 

12 

74 

10 

10 

42 

,  .  4 

.  .  . 

198 

.  .  - 

.  .  . 

79 

2 

2 

214 

81 

20  7 

4 

4 

4 

164 

34 

139 

26 

1 1 

26 

16 

9 

16 

27 

... 

... 

5 

5 

5 

12 

. .  . 

. .  . 

5 

3 

5 

1789 

579 

1213 

Nos. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 

J  o 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons 
Convictions  ditto 


52 


I 

I 


Disinfectants  have  been  supplied  and  freely  used  in  any  cases  under  this  heading. 


fDt-e  1  ph  Jan. .  t :j  ,n 


(Signed),  J.  F.  ADDISON.  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


